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Crack down on employers 
hiring illegal immigrants  

The solution to the immi-
gration problem is the same 
solution that was implemented 
(but not enforced) after Ron-
ald Reagan’s amnesty pro-
gram took effect: Fine the cor-
porations, companies and in-
dividuals that hire them. That 
included President Trump and 
his businesses, as he has been 
one of the largest offenders. 

And fine them with the 
$10,000 per worker per inci-
dent and they will stop hir-
ing them and the immigrants 
will stop coming in large num-
bers and the border will be 
easier to manage with smaller 
numbers. The largest exodus 
of immigrants in this country 
wasn’t due to INS enforcement 
but a downturn in the econ-
omy due to the recession. 

The problem is that corpo-
rations don’t want to stop il-
legal immigration and don’t 
want to pay fines, when they 
do get caught and politicians 
(especially Republicans are 
put in place to protect their in-
terests). 
— Robert L. Parks, Seal Beach

Money wasted on  
high-speed rail project 

Re “Newsom hits brakes on 
bullet train” (Feb. 12):

The article states that more 
than $77 billion has been al-
ready spent. Gone. Wasted. 
On national television, I heard 
$100 billion was spent on re-
search and planning for this 
high-speed train that nobody 
wanted after we found out 
what it really was: $100 billion 
that could have given us a bor-
der wall made of gold. It’s not 
legislators’ money. They don’t 

fret over the money they spend 
and waste.

— Dorothy Sheldon, Tustin

Inspirational story 

Re “Success built on hous-
ing the poor” (Opinion, Feb. 
14):

David Whiting’s article on 
Daryl Carter’s success story 
and a brief description of how 
he built a successful company 
providing affordable housing 
is inspirational. 

Perhaps all the other devel-
opers in the area could take 
some pages from his playbook 
to learn how to serve our citi-
zens who are less fortunate. 

Thank you, Mr. Carter and 
thank you Mr. Whiting for 
writing the article.

— Sharon D. Brimer,  
Laguna Niguel 

Cruelty of factory farming   

Re “Let’s not forget that 
cows are also tortured” (Let-
ters, Feb. 3):

It is good to know that let-
ter writer Pam McKeen is 
aware of the suffering of cows, 
pigs and chickens raised and 
slaughtered to feed the popu-
lation. 

It was that revelation of the 
cruel processes used in “fac-
tory farming” that prompted 
many people (including my-
self some 35 years ago) to be-
come vegetarian. Once you are 
aware of what goes on in those 
factory farms, it’s difficult to 
reconcile a carnivore diet. 

In his “Fois Gras” col-
umn (Jan. 18), Brad Johnson, 
proudly and without apology 
thumbed his nose at the fact 
that fois gras is illegal to sell 
or serve in California due to 
the extreme cruelty used to 

produce it. 
Johnson declared himself 

special and above the law. He 
vowed to pursue his beloved 
fois gras and let those suffer-
ing ducks be damned. How 
does one justify that?
— Susan Oney, Newport Beach

Miscarriage of justice 

Re “Appeals court upholds 
conviction of ex-Sheriff Lee 
Baca” (Feb. 11):

While the case and charges 
against former Los Ange-
les  County Sheriff Lee Baca 
are complex and damming, if 
a person now suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease is sent to 
prison for three years instead 
of some sort of mental facil-
ity, it is a huge miscarriage of 
justice. 

The fact that this was not 
disclosed to the jury is a huge 
error. Persons knowledgeable 
about this horror of a disease 
know it develops slowly over 
many years and may have ac-
counted for some of Baca’s bad 
decisions. And I think it was 
relevant.

— Faye DeVore, Lakewood 

Homes in Mexico 

My son-in-law, who is Mex-
ican, has noted that many in-
dividual homes in Mexico, of 
any value or distinction, have 
walls built around them to 
keep unwanted intruders out.

 If this works in Mexico, 
then why is there an objection 
to the construction of a wall at 
our southern border. This just 
fortifies my belief that objec-
tion to a southern border wall, 
by Nancy Pelosi and her sup-
porters, is nothing more than 
a political ego trip.

— Jack Strong, Long Beach
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By Barbara Boxer 

Climate change is here, and 
we must act now. This past sum-
mer, Californians experienced 
catastrophic wildfires that wiped 
out entire towns, took lives and 
brought pain and suffering to 
both the north and south of our 
state. If we do not respond to the 
climate change warnings before 
us, particularly drought, we will 
fail our children and our grand-
children who call California 
home. This is not just an envi-
ronmental issue, it’s a social jus-
tice issue. 

In his first State of the State 
address this week, Governor 
Newsom was right in calling 
for a fresh approach to meet-
ing California’s “massive water 
challenges.” He’s correct in stat-
ing that “our water supply is be-
coming less reliable because of 
climate change. And our popu-
lation is growing because of a 
strong economy.” 

While we may be experienc-
ing rain now, we’re still in a state 
of drought and environmen-
tal conditions are ever-chang-
ing. The Fourth Global Climate 
Assessment tells us that the wa-
ter supply from snowpack is de-
clining, ground water depletion 
is exacerbating risks and surface 
water quality is declining due 
to increases in pollutants. The 
Colorado River is dangerously 
overtaxed by the western United 
States and Mexico, a condition 
only aggravated by climate con-

ditions. 
So, what does action look 

like? As Californians, I believe 
we must look west to the Pacific 
Ocean, where seawater desali-
nation offers a proven, climate 
change-resilient solution. No lon-
ger do we need verification from 
Israel, the Middle East and Aus-
tralia, where desalination facil-
ities have literally helped save 
lives and fend off debilitating 
droughts due of climate change. 
Now, we can look much closer to 
home — in San Diego. 

The Carlsbad Desalination 
Plant is the largest, most techno-
logically advanced, energy-effi-
cient and environmentally sound 
desalination plant in the West-
ern Hemisphere. In its first 36 
months of operation, the plant 
provided San Diego County with 
more than 40 billion gallons of 
fresh drinking water. 

Seawater desalination is inde-
pendent of climate and weather 
patterns and the Carlsbad fa-
cility has helped protect pub-

lic health, safety and the econ-
omy during the worst recorded 
drought in California’s history. 
Three years ago, during the com-
missioning of the plant, Califor-
nia Senate President Pro Tem 
Toni Atkins called the Carlsbad 
facility a “model” for how desal-
ination should be done in Cali-
fornia. She was right and more 
large-scale facilities modeled are 
needed. 

I join Atkins in advocating for 
the Huntington Beach Desalina-
tion Project, which will provide 
50 million gallons of fresh drink-
ing water per day, restoring our 
aquifers and ensuring residents’ 
needs are met under the con-
ditions that will continue to be 
brought on by climate change. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom, Control-
ler Betty Yee and former Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s representative 
all voted last year to move the 
HB Project forward at the State 
Lands Commission. As a United 
States senator, I staked my rep-
utation on fighting for the envi-
ronment, and along with my col-
league Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
strongly supported seawater de-
salination for our country and 
for our state. 

Now post-Senate, as a private 
citizen of California, I am doing 
everything I can to encourage 
state government to provide Cal-
ifornians with a climate-resilient 
water supply. The time is now.

Barbara Boxer previously 
represented California in the 
U.S. Senate.

WATER

It’s time to act on desalination

I join Atkins in 
advocating for 
the Huntington 
Beach 
Desalination 
Project, which 
will provide 
50 million 
gallons of fresh 
drinking water 
per day

If an about-to-retire police 
chief falls out of an office chair 
and no one is around to hear 
the commotion, does he still 
get to file for a disability-en-
hanced pension?

You bet his brass badge he 
does. In California, unusually 
high pension payouts for law 
enforcement officials who were 
right at the ends of their ca-
reers even developed a nick-
name — “chief’s disease” — 
among other police officers af-
ter a fall from a chair was one 
of the pension-spiking injuries 
claimed by the then-California 
Highway Patrol commissioner, 
D.O. “Spike” Helmick.

Fifteen years ago, as the 
Calpensions website reporter 
Ed Mendel writes, Sacra-
mento Bee journalists were 
then stymied in their efforts 
to look into other top-rank-
ing CHP retirements similar to 
Helmick’s when the CalPERS 
system would only give them 
the amount of government em-
ployees’ pensions, refusing to 
say if any were disability re-
tirements.

So John Hill and Dorothy 
Korber compiled on their own 
a different data base of com-
pensation claims and then 
wrote a series of stories that 
let to reforms and arrests.

One reason the state has 
been able to block Califor-

nians from learning how gov-
ernment workers get such 
handsome retirement pay-
outs is that divulging any in-
formation about them has 
been deemed as violating their 
healthcare privacy. 

Now Transparent Califor-
nia, that helpful website that 
lists the pay and pension of 
all state and local government 
employees, has sued to force 
CalPERS to identify retiree 
pensions as simply either “ser-
vice” or “disability.”

Sounds fair, right? But, ab-
surdly, even that “would un-
lawfully deprive members of 
their individual right to de-
cide whether to disclose their 
confidential medical informa-
tion,” Amy Morgan, CalPERS 
spokeswoman, told Mendel.

But there’s nothing deeply 
medical about the one-word 
descriptions. Fighting this ac-
cess to information is just an-
other way of obfuscating about 
how pensions have spiked in 
recent decades.

The lawsuit, showing how 
publicly identifying retirement 
could help curb fraud, noted 
a citizen tip prior to a court-
ordered recovery of $203,876 
from a former state hospital 
worker. 

Stop this secrecy before yet 
another police chief falls from 
his dangerous office chair.

Editorial

Stop state fraud on 
disability pensions

President Trump’s rush to declare a national 
emergency in order to fast-track border wall 
funding is inconsistent with the system of 
checks and balances our republic is predi-
cated on. The American people should al-
ways reject executive overreach, regardless 
of who is president, or what the motives are.

Editorial

There’s no real 
emergency,  
Mr. President

In recent months, Trump 
has repeatedly threatened to 
declare a national emergency 
on the southern border if he is 
unable to secure, through the 
legislative process, border se-
curity funding to his liking.

On Friday, he followed 
through on this threat after 
both chambers of Congress 
passed legislation authorizing 
over $1 billion for border bar-
riers. “We’re going to confront 
the national security crisis on 
our southern border and we’re 
going to do it one way or the 
other,” he said.  He continued:  
“It’s an invasion ... We have an 
invasion of drugs and crimi-
nals coming into our country.”

But then he quickly under-
mined his own argument that 
an emergency declaration was 
needed. Noting that he “also 
got billions and billions for 
other things” related to border 
security, he complained that 
“on the wall, they skimped 
...I wanted to do it faster. ... I 
could do the wall over a longer 
period of time. I didn’t need 
to do this. But I’d rather do it 
much faster.”

In other words, the pres-
ident is invoking a national 
emergency to get what he 
might’ve been able to get over 
time through the legislative 
process, but didn’t want to 
wait for that, so he chose to 
declare an emergency in a bid 
to get what he wants without 
congressional approval.

Whatever the merits of 
what Trump wants, his own 
remarks make clear that he 
at best prematurely declared 
a national emergency and at 
worst wrongly abused his ex-
ecutive authority to try and 
accomplish what he couldn’t 
legitimately achieve.

This shouldn’t be a partisan 
issue, and fortunately it isn’t, 
with Republicans and Demo-
crats alike rightly panning the 
move. 

“A national emergency dec-

laration for a non-emergency 
is void,” argues Rep. Justin 
Amash, R-Michigan. “A pre-
requisite for declaring an 
emergency is that the situa-
tion requires immediate ac-
tion and Congress does not 
have an opportunity to act.”

Likewise, Sen. Rand Paul, 
R-Kentucky, said that while he 
supports stronger border se-
curity, “extraconstitutional 
executive actions are wrong, 
no matter which party does 
them.”

It is imperative that Con-
gress fulfills its function as a 
check on the executive branch 
and prevent presidential ex-
cesses , regardless of approval 
or disapproval of the presi-
dent’s aims. 

While commitment to the 
Constitution and consistent 
application of clear principles 
are rare in today’s polarized 
politics, now is as good a time 
as any to put such commit-
ments to use.

Naturally, the president’s 
announcement has already 
spurred promises of legal ac-
tion to block the action. The 
American Civil Liberties 
Union has already announced 
plans to do so early next week, 
so we can expect this to be 
stuck in the courts for a while, 
leaving the president for the 
time being with a hollow dec-
laration.

Moving forward, we con-
tinue to urge Congress to 
work toward comprehensive 
immigration reform, including 
permanent solutions for un-
documented immigrants, and 
sensible border security mea-
sures. 

There is a lot at stake here, 
as there has been for the many 
years both parties have made 
a political football of the is-
sues at hand, and a lot of hard 
work to be done. Distractions 
such as non-emergency emer-
gency declarations do nothing 
to help move us forward.
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